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IS AGAIN READY

FOR OFFENSIVE

F THE UNITED STATES FROM

TERRIBLE STRAIN OF THE WAR

Charges of Gross Immorality Adjacent to Army Camps
Have Been Found Unwarranted, Miss Julia 0. Lath- -

rop Declares in Her Report.

Now Has Ten Divisions of Well
Equipped and Patriotic

Troops.
Havre, Dec. 10. The Belgian army

was composed of 117,000 men at the
beginning of the war, increased by
20,000 volunteers in August, 1914, and
was reduced to 60,000 men after the

The best, the choicest gift of

all, a Diamond. You can buy
Diamonds from us with per-

fect confidence, not only be-

cause of our record of years of

honorable dealing, but because

our Diamonds are selected

with the utmost care by men

of experience. Buying direct
from manufacturers we save

the middlemen's profit

or 13.1 per cent, had an Income of
$1,250 or more. The cities investi-
gated were Johnstown, Pa., Montclair,
N. J., Manchester, N. H., Brockton,
Mass., Waterbury, Conn., Akron, Ohio,
Sagnlaw, Mich., and New Bedford,
Mass.

The number of women in industry
has Increased since the United States
entered the war and in the new work-
ers an increase was found in the pro-
portion of married women to single
women. The high cost of living was
given as one reason for the return of
wives to positions in the Chicago
stockyards which they held before
marriage. The report adds:

The employers feel that within the
next few months it will be practically
inevitable that this increase in the
number of women employed and in
the proportionate gain of married
over single women will go still fur-
ther."

While close studies of maternal and
infant mortality have shown the su-

perior healthfulness of the country
over cities, as a whole, it was found
that isolation and low incomes may
together overbalance fresh air and'
wholesome surroundings. Particular-
ly in western grazing states, where the
population is sparse and scattered, it
was found that lack of care and med-
ical attention greatly' increased the
death rate among mothers and babies.
Welfare work by industrial corpora-
tions In cities has reduced material-
ly the mortality among mothers.

"The importance of the care a
mother receives before and at her
child's birth is being constantly more
fully recognized," the report com-
ments.

Whether or not children released
from labor are obtaining the full
benefits Intended for them by the
Child Labor law will be the subject
of future studies by the Bureau, which
will endeavor to find out if they have
gone into occupations not forbidden
by law or are in school, or are both
out of work and out of school. Chair-
man of the State Councils of Defense
have been asked to report on the
number of children not in school.

Fuel saving !

o

HHooverize your coal by us-

ing electrical or gas irons.
HCheaper,easier, better,more

efficient way of ironing.
USaves coal, money,, time,

temper, fuss.
ICleaner, quicker and a

better ironing job.
HAfter all that, are you go-

ing to stick to tne stove-heate- d

iron?
HBetter come in first and see

our electric or gas irons.

A
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WE OFFER THIS LIST OF SUGGESTIONS
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION

Baby Pins 25c to $ 4.00
Bon Bon Dishes si .on tn s no

LaValllers & Pendants
$1.00 to

Match Safes 50c to
$200.00Bracelets 75,, tn Kn on

Brooches 50c to $250.00
Chains, all kinds 75c to $ 45.00
Clocks $i.oo to 9 60.00
Coffee Sets $5.00 to $ 10.00
Cuff Buttons 50o to $ 30 00
C" Glass $1.00 to 15.00

Opera Glasses ...... $3.00 to
'

Rings (with stones) 40c to
Rings (Signets) 50c to
Rosarys ; . . . . $1.00 to
Shaving Sets $3.50 to
Society Emblems . . . 50c to

Iyon tt Grumman. Retail Division

AMERICAN HARDWARE

STORES
(Incorporated)

FATRFTFTTJB AVE. AND MTOTrT E ST.

Diamond Brooches . . $5.00 to $300.00

Washington, Dec, 10. Why war's
terrible strain on the children of bel-

ligerent countries, resulting in death,
physical weakness, ignorance, untime-
ly work and delinquency, must be
warded 'off from the future citizens of
the United States b "patriotic effort
and sacrifice on the part of our civil-
ian population" in carrying out a
reasonable child welfare program, is
set forth in the annual report of Julia
O. Lathrop, Chief of the Children's

arau of the Department of Labor.
Sensational reports of an alarm-

ing rate of illegitimate births adja-
cent to the great army camps and
charges of gross immorality, were in-

vestigated by the bureau in three dif-
ferent cities, named in the charges,
and in each case pronounced ground-
less.'

"Absolutely no foundation could be
found in any one of the three towns
for the statements made about the
girls there," says the report. "It was
a case of rumcys added to rumors
equalling facts. The danger that in-

stances of illegitimacy will result from
the camps exists, of course. Undoubt-
edly the alertness of Army and Navy
officials in this country and to the
Meed of providing decent opportuni-
ties for social life among the mobil-
ised troops will be an important fac-
tor in preventing the rise of the ille-

gitimate birth rate here.
"Protection must be afforded by

proper policing, but far more by pro-
vision 'of ample social opportunities,
ample hotel and boarding space of
urxluestionable character for every
woman who visits a cantonment town
for any legitimate reason, suitable
chaperonage, and competent women
guides to meet incoming trains.

"For (the lack of any or all these
safeguards young men ' and women

be held accountable. To pro-
vide them effectively is the business
t.i officials and of civilians no long-
er young."

During- the coming year, the Bureau
f - pacts to make a country-wid- e study
cf stats provisions for the care and
protection of dependent children and
a study of juvenile courts with ct

to the increase of youthful
crime which experience in other
countries has taught always follows

ir. :
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8.00

35.00
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gitimate and illegitimate births, but
that the decrease in the former has
been greater. To a smaller extent
than in Europe, the report says, the
problem of wartime illegitimacy ex-

ists here and "in making plans for
government allowances (for depend-
ents of soldiers) the question of sup-
port of illegitimate children of mem-
bers of the military ' forces must be
considered."

The pressing essentials of the pro-
gram which the Bureau considers
necessarq to uard the United States
against the aftermath of the war, are
stated in the report as follows:

"1 Public protection- - of maternity
and Infancy. (Last year 15,000 moth-
ers and 300,000 children under five
years of age died. Most of the deaths
were preventable.)

"2 Mothers' care for older chil-
dren. Essentials: Adequate incomes,
family allowances for soldiers' fami-
lies, mothers' pensions for civilians,
special provision for extraordinary
needs, sa far as required to enable
mothers of older children to afford
the home comfort and protection
which are the best safeguard against
delinquency.

"3 Enforcement of all child labor
laws and full schooling for all chil-
dren of school age. ' Standards should
be maintained in spite of war pres-
sure.

"4 Recreation for children and
youth, abundant, decent, protected
from any form of exploitation."

Permanent success in reducing in-

fant mortality can be achieved only in
connection with the protection of
mothers, according to the report,
which adds that investigations by the
Bureau prove that an adequate in-
come earned by the father of a family
is essential. Studies made in eight ci-

ties showed that while the mortality
among infants born to families having
less than J550 annual income was
162.5 in each thousand births, the
average was reduced to 119.8 when
the Income ranged from $550 to $849,
and was only 61.7 when the incbme
was more than $1,050.

Where mothers were forced to go
into Industry by reason of insufficient
other income, the Infant death rate
was more than twice as great as In
families where the mothers remained
at home. More than one-fourt- h, or
25.8 per cent, of the fathers of the

Diamond Rings ... $5.00 to $500.00
Diamond Scarf Pins $5.00 to $100.00
Fobs 50c to $ 20.00
Fountain Pens $1.00 to $ 5.00
Hat Pins 50c to $ 5.00
Jewel Cases 50c to $ 8.00
Knives (Pocket) Gold $4.03 to $ 8.00
Knives and Forks Set $2.75 to $ 5.00
Lockets : 75c to $ 50.00

Tea Sets $5.00 to
Thimbles

(gold and sliver) . . 35c to
Tie Clasps 50c to
Toilet sets (sterling) $12.00 to
ToUet sets (plated) $5.00 to
Umbrellas $1.00 to
Waist Pin Sets ...... 85o to
Watches $1.00 to

0 GOVERNMENT

OPERATION FOR

ROADS NEEDED

$150.00

LAST APPEAL TO
SAVE WISE FROM

GALLOWS DEATH
A lot of other Novelties too numerous to mention.

- Prices just as matchless and true as we advertise them to foe. Goodsas low as manufacturers of recognized standing can make them. Selections
that comprise hundreds of different styles Instead of only a limited num--'
ber. Consider all thiw a ivltt. an -Officials Prepare to Carry

Out Priority Orders

Immediately.

Hartford, Dec 10. A final appeal to
save William J. Wise tram the gal-
lows was malde to the board of par-od- ns

In session today at the state
prison in WethersflekL Wise killed
Mrs. Anna Tobin in New Britain early
on the morning of Sept. 29, while on
leave of absence from iron Slocum,
where he was attached to the quar-
termaster department. At- - the trial he
alleged that an unknown man had at-

tacked Mrs. Tobin and him.

far below all others. Every article sold Is fully guaranteed, and we will
cheerfully refund money If any article purchased does not prove Just as
represented. Make your selections now. We will hold same until wanted.Store open evenings. Come and see the best holiday selections of the year,at prices that are sure to please you.

Military Wrist Watches and Soldiers' Kits from --

$3.00 to $25.00
Washington, Dec. 8. Indications to-

day were that fuel, food and railroad
war board officials, seeking solution
of the transportation problem, are
willing to deal with the situation,
temporarily at least, without immedi-
ate action from President "Wilson and
congress.

PirrSTTELD MAN . KUTTTO.

battle of the Yser. By measures ap-
plied to Belgian refuge.es and by the
enlistment of volunteers who braved
the live wire barriers raised on the
Holland frontier, it now has been
brought up to 10 divisions of well
trained forces ready to take their part
in the offensive of Flanders whenever
the word is given by the Commander-in-Chie- f.

The Associated Press is in-

formed by the Belgian Minister of
War:

"If our Army has not undertaken
operations of a wder scope iup to this
time," said the Minister, "It is because
it does not devolve on it to decide tho
moment when these operations should
begin. The Army is only a part of
the combined allied forces acting In
unison and in accordance with care-
fully developed plans. The Army has
valiantly filled the role, more ungrate-
ful than glorious, that has been as-

signed to it. It has Just proved by
its brilliant participation in the last
offensive in Flanders that It is ready
to attack with fervor and awaits Im-

patiently the hour."
Summarizing the work of the Bel-

gian Army during the war and refer-
ring to' its difficulties and lack of
equipment, the Minister recalled that
in August, 1914, the Army had only
one machine gun for each 1,000 men,
was short of guns and had am-
munition for only about 800 shots
for each piece. It had no light mor-
tars, no heavy artillery, no grenades,
no trench equipment, no ambulances,
no pontoon crews, and not a single
motor cycle. It had only 1,000 bfc
cycles, two captive balloons, a few
superannuated airplanes and a few
posts of wireless trfegraphyh.

"We had only 32,000 infantry after
the battle of the Yser," said the Min-
ister and its equipment was in a piti-
able state, munitions were lacking and
all of the different organisms were
damaged when the Army base was
transferred to foreign soil. This rem-
nant of an army not only barred the
way to Calais but while doing so was
reorganized and reinforced until now
It counts three times the number of
men that the battle of the Yser left
valid. The front held by the Belgian
Army has been gradually lengthened
from about 12 2 miles after the bat-
tle of the Yser to 19 miles in June
1916. "The Belgian Army organized
this front and held it alone until the
middle of this year, when, as a conse-

quence of the operations of; the' Al-

lied offensive In Flanders itwas re-
duced, enabling the Army to dispose
of considerable reserves.

"The Belgian Army prepared more
than 250 miles of trenches and re-

built more than 20 miles of road.
Eighty different lines of normal gauge
railroads were built. Battery em-

placements were constructed by hun-
dreds, and thirteen thousand miles of
telephone wires were put up, or laid
underground.

"In August, 1917, the army had
twelve times as many machine guns as
in 1914, seven times as many field
guns and heavy pieces with five times
as much ammunition as was on hand
at the outset of hostilities. It has ten
times as many airplanes.

"Belg.an aviators during three
month's normal activity executed
nearly 2,000 flights, of which 1,020
were In pursuit of adversary planes.
All the different arms of the service
have progressed and been improved
in the. ratio indicated by these figures.

"The impression that has gone
abroad that the Belgian army waa re-

organized and entirely by
our Allies Is an error," the Minister
added. "Belgium, exiled and depriv-
ed of all her resources, received gen-
erous hospitality and powerful aid
from her glorious allies. It was on
French and British soil that all was
to be done, but Belgians themselves
took up the work of reconstruction.
The Belgian army created by Its own
efforts the greater part of what was
indispensable for It to live and fight.
It Is building its own cannon, making
its own powder and its own projec?
tiles. Our valiant troops have held
In front of them continually a far
greater number of German troopc
than the public has supposed."

1 SUECiLEEOttawa, Ont, Dec. 10 E. I Klpp
of Plttsfleld, Mass., is included among
the American appearing in the Can-
adian overseas casualty list issued
last night.

Studies of child welfare in the war-
ring countries have Shown that there
baa been a decrease in both the le

While no move to Ideflne the gov--families investigated, earned less than J

$550 a year, while only one in eight, j v
The Reliable Jeweler

48 FAIRFIELD AVENUE, NEAR MIDDLE STREET
ernment's attitude toward the rail-
roads, involving suggestions for either
government operation for the war or
suspension of anti-tru- s. laws and
financial support was expected until
after President Wilson's conference
with Senator Newlands on Monday,
plans went rapidly forward today to
perfect the priority order for ship-
ment of fuel, food and government
supplies. Issued last night.

The order promulgated by Robert
S. Lovett, director of priority, is ef-
fective Dec. 12 and gives preferential
shipment to the three classes of com-
modities over all general freight. It
constitutes one of the three Important
developments yesterday designed to
relive the situation.

Another was an intimation from

OYSTERS
"We have received from the

wholesalers notice of a decided
drop in the price of oysters. We
handle nothing but Gardner Bay
oysters for our opened stock," genu-
ine Blue Points.Cape Cod Salts and
Bobbin Island for half-shell- s.
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the railroad was iboard that the gov-
ernment will name a traffic manager.
The board has ibeen urging the ap-
pointment of such a man to

demands ty various govern-
ment departments for priority for
their shipments. Edward F. Cham-
bers, traffic manager for the food ad-

ministration, has been suggested ror
the place.

The third development came In the
form of a statment from Fairfax Har-
rison, the railroad board chairman,
and asserted that the roads under
their present direction are prepared to
furnish all the transportation, possi-
ble q obtain under any management.

ti

FISH CO
- 629 WATER STREET
Tel. Barnum 412, 413, 2697

No Branch Market -

OYSTERS

ENDS THIS WEEK
It will be a long time after the war ends when yhu can buy

many articles at the extraordinary low prices they are offered in this
sale. Particularly Rugs, which are going for less than the wholesale
mill prices prevailing to-da- y. We are not wasting much space to ela-

borate on this matter.
-

It is simply up to you to read this advertisement over carefully
and then get busy quick and take advantage of this rare money saving
opportunity on the terms named below if you are in a position to do so.
You really save nearly double what we tell you, because the discounts
are quoted from our regular low fall prices which are much lower
than they will be next season. In fact it is a question whether we can
supply many things you can buy here now at any price next year.

i5 Ml for Cash Willi Order
On Our Entire Magnificent New Line of Furniture of Every Description; Our
Great New Line of Rugs (excepting Whittall's), Carpets, Linoleum, Lace Cur-

tains, Portieres, Drapery Fabrics, Couch Covers, Pictures, Refrigerators, Mat-

tresses, Springs, Pillows, Baby Carriages, Sulkies, Strollers, etc.

VON 6ERNST0RFF

IS MARRIED TO

It was Interpreted as- - an answer to
te suggestion that the government
operate the railroad, and replied to
declarations that railroads had
"broken down" under the strain of
the war. It potnteia out that the rail-
roads had moved w ithout substantial
complaints the largest volume of
business In the history of the country
and the recent action of the eastern
made In combining facilities already
is reducing congestion.

New York city contributed 1,6 9 S

more men to the Taphank army of
drafted men.

MERIGAN GIRLGROWTH OP THE ARMY
ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT

Berlin, Dec. 8, via London, Dec. 10.

The marriage here today of Count
Christian Gunther von Bernstorif, son
of the former ambassador to the
TTnitnd States, to Mrs. Manruerite
Vivian Burton Thomaston of Burling

AUTO

GLOVES
What more appropriate gift
for the driver than a pair of
our heavy warm lined gaunt

ton, N. J.,"Is. reportea y tne Benin
newspapers.

Count Christian Gunther von Bern-ator- ff

is 26 years old. He visited the

The Cold Wind
do Blow

AND when they blow,they
hardest in the

early morning when you're,
leaving your snug home for
business or . perhaps to
shop. . ,

Fortify yourself, at break

lets,'10 Off For Cash With Order
United States with his lather In 19U

and in June, 1J13, he entered the of-

fices of Speyer & Co., New York
bankers, as a Junior clerk. He spent
about a year in the banking house
before entering the German diplo-

matic service.
In February, 1915, the Iron Cross

him and at Christ

Washington, D. C. Dec. 10. Before
the war began the United States gov-
ernment employed approximately
500,000 persons in the civil branch,
Now that this country is actually en.
gaged in the conflict, the great army
of workers behind the fighting forces
is growing by tens of thousands. A
good example of this rapid addition
of employes is In the civilian force of
the Ordnance Department of the Ar
n:y. Seven large privately owned of-

fice buildings in Washington are re-

quired to houBe the officials and
clerks of this force, in addition to the
usual quarters in the State, War, and
Navy Building, which were sufficient
before Uncle Sam began to prepare
for war. The Gun division alone,
which did not exist as a separate di-

vision before we entered the war, now
hase more than two thousand civilian
employes besides that about three
hundred commissioned officers, and
it is estimated that this division will
be three times Its present size within
a year. The great manufacturing
plants of the Ordnance Department
in various parts of the country em--
ployed about 10,000 men last spring,
Now 20,000 are, at work in these es

mas time that year Count Christian
was reported sick In Brua.

HUGHES TO PAY
VISIT TO WILSON

fast, with a cup of Van
Dyk 'a Duchess coffee. It
will make you glow inside

WaaMTio-tnn- . Tac. 10. Charles E.

Hughes will call on President Wilson

tir t nu announced at the MAN DYKWhite House that Mr. Hughes would
see the president at p. m., dui no
tntimntinn vim elven as to the object

On Glenwood Coal and Gas Ranges, Parlor Heating Stoves, Oil Heat-
ers and Hoosier Kitchen Cabinets.

EXCEPTIONS! Whittall Rugs, Office Furniture, Climax Couches,
Window Shades and Bissell Carpet Sweepers are not
reduced.

EXTRAORDINARY! Our Charge Customers will also benefit in this
remarkable Sale. They will receive a rebate of just half the discounts quoted'
above to cash customers on purchases made during this sale only, provided set-

tlement of account is made in full before January 15, 1918.

Your purchase will be reserved for later delivery for a reason-
able time if necessary. No goods held at cash discounts unless paid
for.

A Plain Statement of Facts If You Like to Do
Business That Way COME AND SEE US.

$1.75 to $5.00

DRESS

GLOVES
In both silk lined and unlin-e- d

capes,
$1.50 to $2.50

Brown and Gray Suedes in
both wool and silk lined,

$2.00 and $2.25

WORKING

GLOVES
In great variety.

THE

ALLING RUBBER GO.

1126 MAIN ST.

of his call or whether the meeting 1187: poteen mu St. aAmuwwas arranged at the instance ox me

president or Mr. Hughes.
Today's- - meeting between the two

men will 'i the first time they have
seen each other since before the pres--

ORA MAIN ST.lfgQUOff Jomn 3t.a&i:!

Iklential election.

tablishments.-
The task of supplying these thous-

ands of workers in the face of the
greatest demand for labor the country
has ever known is the problem of the
United Btates Civil Service Commis-
sion. At this time great numbers of
men and women are needed to fill
stenographic and other positions in
the offices at Washington and me-
chanical trades and technical posi-
tions in the government plants for
manufacturing artillery and ammuni-
tion. The local boards of civil service
examiners at the post offices in all
cities are furnishing detailed informa-
tion concerning positions In which
men and women are needed,

HOLLY XMAS TREES
WREATHS

JOHN RECK A SON

FRENCH WILL TALK
PEACE AIMS WITH

RUSSIAN PEOPLE

war alms and peace terms with the
Russian government as soon as it is
established and recognised.' It is add-
ed that the declaration is similar to
one made by Sir George Buchanan,
the British ambassador.

T)gb. 10. Maurice Paleo--
HOLLY XMAS TREES

WREATHS '
SOWN ni VK JS W1V

Ioerue, the French ambassador to
Russia, aocordingr to the Petrograd
correspondent of the Times, has is-u-

a kleclaration which includes a11149 MAIN ST., CORNER ELM ST.: Farmer Want Ada, On Cent a XStttristatement of willingness to alscuss

A


